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Opera in Philadelphia 1800 - 18300tto E. Albrecht: published (Fall 1979) in tBeurnal
of the American Musicological Socigiol. XXXII, No. 3.

Albrecht indicates the first performance of each opera presented in Philadelphia between
1800 and 1830. He does not indicate the performing company names, venues, casts, or
subsequent performances of the works. His purpose was to provide a fuller, well rounded

presentation of lighter opera during the period than had been provided by John Curtis (whose
only intention was to document the history of “grand opera” in Philadelphia).

A Record of the Opera in PhiladelphidV. G. Armstrong: Porter & Co., (copyrighted by
Towsend Ward; Press of Edward Stern & Co.), Philadelphia, 1884.

One Hundred Years of Grand Opera in Philadelplfimmpublished) -The First Volume,
Section Ong1790s - 1843): John Curtis, 1920: Typescript (original) found in Historical
Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.

One Hundred Years of Grand Opera in Philadelphighe First Volumég1790s - 1860): John
Curtis, 1920: Typescript (typewriter carbon copy) found in the Free Library, Philadelphia.

Curtis wrote an exhaustive history of opera in Philadelphia. In addition to the extensive
narrative covering the various companies, the venues themselves, managers, and biographical
details of the performers, he provides an complete chronology of all performances and casts
of the works he considered grand opera.

Early Opera in America Oscar George Theodore Sonneck: G. Schirmer, New York, 1915



1800
1/01/00:  Blue Beard, or Female curiosifivichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
1/08/00:  Rosina, or The reapefVilliam Shield): Philadelphia, uknown
1/13/00:  Richard, Caeur de Lio(Grétry): Philadelphia, uknown
1/20/00:  The highland ree{William Schield): Philadelphia, uknown
1/24/00:  The poor soldie(William Shield): Philadelphia, uknown
1/29/00:  The agreeable surprig&amuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
2/03/00:  The haunted tower, or The baron of Oaklg&tephen Storace): Philadelphia, uknown
2/12/00:  The Spanish barber, or The fruitless precautiBamuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
2/17/00:  No song, no suppé6tephen Storace): Philadelphia, uknown
2/19/00:  The waterman, or The first Aug&tharles Dibdin): Philadelphia, uknown
2/24/00:  The romp(Charles Dibdin): Philadelphia, uknown
3/24/00:  The rival soldiers, or Sprigs lof laur@William Shield): Philadelphia, uknown
3/28/00:  The adopted child, or Milford Cast{@homas Attwood): Philadelphia, uknown
4/02/00:  The castle specti@einagle, Taylor): Philadelphia, uknown
4/07/00:  The lock and kegwilliam Shield): Philadelphia, uknown
4/08/00: A wreath for american tars, or Huzza again for the constitufiReinagle): Philadelphia, unknown
4/09/00:  The prize, or 2, 5, 3, 8Stephen Storace): Philadelphia, uknown
4/14/00: Inkle and Yarico, or The benevolent mgithe American heroine; The blessing of Libgr8amuel Arnold):
Philadelphia, uknown
4/18/00:  The double disguise, or The Irish chamberm@aimes Hook): Philadelphia, uknown
4/21/00:  Harlequin FreemasofReinagle): Philadelphia, unknown
4/23/00:  The naval pillar, or The American sailor’s garlarfdohn Moorehead): Philadelphia, uknown
Elizabeth Arnold

5/07/00:  Zorinsky, or Liberty preserved in Polai@amuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
5/10/00:  The dead alive, or The double fune¢@amuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
5/19/00:  Pizarro, or The Spaniards in PefReinagle and Taylor): Philadelphia, uknown
5/21/00:  The farmer, or The world’s ups and dowiitie Macaroni stay-makgfWilliam Shield): Philadelphia, uknown
5/31/00:  The mountaineeSamuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
00/00/00:  The noble peasarftVilliam Shield): Philadelphia, uknown

1801
1/20/01:  Robin Hood, or Sherwood Forg&Villiam Shield): Philadelphia, uknown
1/30/01:  Buxom Joan, or A sailor’s the Ig&aynor Taylor): Philadelphia, uknown
2/11/01:  The siege of Belgrad&tephen Storace): Philadelphia, uknown
3/04/01:  The devil to pay, or The Wives Metamorphddallad opera): Philadelphia, uknown
3/01/01:  The shipwreckSamuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
3/12/01:  The padlocKCharles Dibdin): Philadelphia, uknown
11/13/01:  Atrip to Fontainbleayunknown): Philadelphia, uknown
12/07/01:  St. David’s Day, or The honest Welchn{@homas Attwood): Philadelphia, uknown

1802

1/01/02:  Columbus, or A world discoverédlexander Reinagle): Philadelphia, uknown

2/04/02:  Joanna of Montfauco(Busby): Philadelphia, uknown

2/09/02:  The turnpike gatéMazzinghi and Reeve): Philadelphia, uknown

3/10/02:  The blind girl, or A receipt for BeauffReeve, Mazzinghi): Philadelphia, uknown

3/20/02:  The enraged musiciaifdamuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown

4/05/02:  The children in the wooSamuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown

7/13/02:  The Mayday Dower, or The benevolent QugHédre benevolent frie)dCharles Dibdin): Philadelphia, uknown
00/00/02:  Adelmorn the outlayMichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
00/00/02:  The review, or The wags of Windg&amuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown



12/20/02: 1l Bondocani, or the Caliph and the robb@kttwood, Moorehead): Philadelphia, uknown

1803
1/19/03:  The corsair, or The Tripolitan robbdfhe Italian nuptialy (Samuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
1/21/03:  The sixty-third lette(Samuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
0/00/03:  Auld Robin Gray, or Jamie’s return from Ameri¢@amuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
0/00/03:  Cymon and Sylvia, or Love and Magihe power of enchantmgriMichael Arne): Philadelphia, uknown

1804
1/20/04:  Atale of mysteryBusby): Philadelphia, uknown
1/27/04: My grandmothefStephen Storace): Philadelphia, uknown
2/01/04:  The house to be so{tMichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
2/06/04:  The doctor and the apothecdi$tephen Storace): Philadelphia, uknown
3/07/04:  The Tripolitan prize, or The veteran tékmerican tars on an English shgréSamuel Arnold): Philadelphia
3/28/04:  Paul and Virginia(Mazzinghi and Reeve): Philadelphia, uknown
4/02/04:  The hero of the North, or The deliverer of his coufiifjchael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
6/29/04:  Tom Thumb the GregThomas Arne): Philadelphia, uknown
10/15/04:  The spoiled childSamuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
12/10/04: The sailor's daughte(Reinagle): Philadelphia, unknown

1805
1/19/05:  The purse, or The benevolent {&@Yilliam Reeve): Philadelphia, uknown
2/17/05:  Love laughs at locksmitt{Michael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
3/01/05:  The wife of two husban@Reinagle): Philadelphia, unknown
3/09/05:  The castle of Sorrento, or Which is fi@domas Attwood): Philadelphia, uknown

1806
1/01/06:  Cinderella, or The little glass slippéMichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
1/01/06:  The wife of two husband¥ictor Pelissier): Philadelphia, uknown
1/10/06:  The hunter of the AlgMichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
1/15/06:  Mary, Queen of Sco(Reinagle): Philadelphia, unknown
2/15/06:  The recruiting sergear{Charles Dibdin): Philadelphia, uknown
2/15/06:  Thirty Thousand, or Who's the richedf®raham, Davy, Reeve): Philadelphia, uknown
3/06/06:  Matrimony(Matthew Peter King): Philadelphia, uknown
3/12/06: Lionel and ClarissgCharles Dibdin): Philadelphia, uknown
3/14/06:  The virgin of the sufVictor Pelissier): Philadelphia, uknown

1807
1/01/07:  Valentine and Orson, or The wild man of the wf@Harles Dibdin): Philadelphia, uknown
1/07/07:  Too many cook@Matthew Peter King): Philadelphia, uknown
1/16/07:  We fly by night, or Long storigMichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
1/30/07:  Marian (William Shield): Philadelphia, uknown
0/00/07:  Love in a cam@William Shield): Philadelphia, uknown
3/02/07:  The peasant boy, or Innocence protedfiéithael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
3/02/07:  Peeping Tom of Covent($samuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
3/11/07:  The surrender of Calais, or The patriotic citiz¢@allic Heroism) (Samuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
3/11/07:  Youth, love and follMichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
3/18/07:  The duenna, or The double elopem@itomas Linley, Sr. & Jr.): Philadelphia, uknown
3/23/07:  The desertefMonsigny, Charles Dibdin, Philidor): Philadelphia, uknown
3/28/07:  The cabine{Reeve, Moorehead, Davy, Corri, Braham): Philadelphia, uknown
4/02/07:  The son-in-lawSamuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown



4/03/07:  Spanish dollars, or The priest of the par{Sbhn Davy): Philadelphia, uknown
4/08/07:  The battle of Hexham, or The days of dmuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown
4/08/07:  The honest Yorkshireman, or A wonfidenry Carey): Philadelphia, uknown
4/20/07:  The travellers, or Music's fascinatidiReinagle after Domenico Corri): Philadelphia, uknown
12/09/07:  The soldier’s return, or What can beauty ddames Hook): Philadelphia, uknown
12/11/07:  The invisible girl(Matthew Peter King): Philadelphia, uknown
12/30/07:  The filtch of bacon, or The matrimonial prigehe custom of Dunmore PrioryWilliam Shield): Philadelphia

1808
2/12/08:  Adrian and Orilla, or A mother’'s vengeantEhomas Attwood, Michael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
2/25/08:  The fortresgJames Hook): Philadelphia, uknown
3/18/08:  The beggar’s operéballad opera): Philadelphia, uknown
3/19/08:  Love for love | promise him, or Arbitratiq®. Lanza?): Philadelphia, uknown
3/26/08:  The young hussar, or Love and mefiichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
4/04/08:  Of age tomorrowMichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
4/06/08:  The Indian princess, or La belle sauvddehn Bray): Philadelphia, uknown

1809

1/02/09:  The forty thievegMichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown

2/06/09:  Tekeli, or The siege of Montgdtiames Hook): Philadelphia, uknown

3/08/09:  Catch him who cafJames Hook): Philadelphia, uknown

3/17/09:  The lady of the rockunknown): Philadelphia, uknown

3/25/09:  Who pays the piper, or My Lord, who knowddhn Bray): Philadelphia, uknown

4/10/09:  The wood daemon, or The clock has stiiMichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
11/27/09:  Ella RosenbergMatthew Peter King): Philadelphia, uknown

1810

1/01/10:  The blind boy(John Davy): Philadelphia, uknown

1/19/10:  Killing no murder(James Hook): Philadelphia, uknown

2/00/10:  The foundling of the foreg#ichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown

3/07/10:  Who wins! or The widow’s choidélenry Condell): Philadelphia, uknown

3/14/10:  The Wicklow Mountains, or Lads of the h{illiam Shield): Philadelphia, uknown

3/20/10:  Rugantino, or The bravo of Venifeusby]: Philadelphia, uknown

3/22/10: La caravane du CairéGrétry): Philadelphia, uknown

3/23/10:  The caravan, or The driver and his dilliam Reeve): Philadelphia, uknown

3/28/10:  Lodoiska(Cherubini or Rodolphe Kreutzer): Philadelphia, uknown

4/18/10:  The Africans, or War, love and dufylichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown

0/00/10:  The iron chest, or Honor’s victiifStephen Storace): Philadelphia, uknown
12/05/10:  The seragliqCharles Dibdin, a$he sultan: Philadelphia, uknown
12/05/10:  The sultan, or The triumph of log& peep into the seragljqCharles Dibdin): Philadelphia, uknown
12/19/10:  The maid of the oaks, or A féte champé@tmncois Hippolyte Barthélémon): Philadelphia, uknown
12/29/10:  Hit or Miss(unknown): Philadelphia, uknown

1811
3/16/11:  Gustavus Vas@Michael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown
3/18/11:  The reconciliation, or The triumph of natuieallad opera): Philadelphia, uknown
0/00/11: Le tonnelierNicolas-Médard Audinot): Philadelphia, uknown
10/05/11:  The honey moo(Michael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown



1812
1/01/12:  The lady of the lakéSamuel Arnold, Sanderson, Victor Pelissier): Philadelphia, uknown
1/13/12:  The honest thieves, or The faithful Irishnfanknown): Philadelphia, uknown
2/07/12:  The tempest, or The enchanted {$lenry Purcell): Philadelphia, uknown
2/10/12:  The bridal ring(Henry Condell): Philadelphia, uknown
2/17/12:  The comet, or He would be an astronorfWilliam Milne): Philadelphia, uknown
2/21/12:  The three and the deuce, or Which is whi¢hRe three singleqStephen Storace): Philadelphia, uknown
3/07/12:  Hamlet Travestie, or The humors of Denmérkknown): Philadelphia, uknown
3/30/12:  Marmion, or A tale of flodden fie{dohn Bray?): Philadelphia, uknown
9/28/12:  The constitution, or American tars triumphgnhknown): Philadelphia, uknown
11/04/12:  The beehive, or Industry must prosiarsoldier’s love (Charles E. Horn): Philadelphia, uknown

1813
1/27/13:  Paul et Virginie(Rodolphe Kreutzer): Philadelphia, uknown
2/10/13:  Timour the TartaMatthew Peter King): Philadelphia, uknown
3/15/13:  Netley AbbeyWilliam Shield, pasticcio): Philadelphia, uknown
11/20/13:  The heroes of the Laké@snknown): Philadelphia, uknown

1814
1/01/14:  The Ethiop(Raynor Taylor): Philadelphia, uknown
Joseph Jefferson

1/17/14:  The virgin of the sufHenry Rowley Bishop): Philadelphia, uknown

2/18/14:  The exile, or The Russian daughfktazzinghi, Bishop): Philadelphia, uknown

4/02/14:  The boarding house, or Five hours at Bright@harles E. Horn): Philadelphia, uknown

4/14/14:  The forest of Hermanstadt, or A princess and no prin@@sarles Dibdin): Philadelphia, uknown
12/26/14: The camgThomas Linley, Sr.): Philadelphia, uknown

1815

3/01/15:  The miller and his mefHenry Rowley Bishop): Philadelphia, uknown
3/17/15:  Turn [him] out(Matthew Peter King): Philadelphia, uknown
12/04/15:  Past ten o’clock, and a rainy nighinknown): Philadelphia, uknown

1816
1/01/16: Zembuca, or The net-make and his Niéare): Philadelphia, uknown
1/17/16:  The forest of Bondy, or The horse of Montafglenry Rowley Bishop): Philadelphia, uknown
12/26/16: The woodman’s hyCharles E. Horn): Philadelphia, uknown



1817
1/08/17:
3/07/17:
3/15/17:

10/19/17:
10/10/17:
12/13/17:
12/17/17:
12/26/17:
1817-18:
1817-18:
1817-18:

1818
1/01/18:
1/05/18:
1/12/18:
4/03/18:

12/26/18:

12/28/18:
12/29/18:
12/30/18:

1819
1/01/19

1/27/19:
10/15/19:

1820

1/01/20:
11/22/20:

Bombastes Furiosunknown): Philadelphia, uknown

Guy Mannering, or The gypsy'’s prophgtienry Rowley Bishop): Philadelphia, uknown
The farmer’s wif§Henry Rowley Bishop): Philadelphia, uknown

Giovanni in London, or The libertine reclaim@thknown): Philadelphia, uknown
Love in a villaggMichael Arne): Philadelphia, uknown

The maid of the mil[Samuel Arnold, pasticcio): Philadelphia, uknown

The castle of Andalusigamuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown

The broken sworf{Whitaker): Philadelphia, uknown

The devil's bridggHorn, Braham): Philadelphia

The maid of the mil[Samuel Arnold): Philadelphia

The duenna, or The double elopem@ittomas Linley, Sr. & Jr.): Philadelphia

performing in the operas above:
Charles Incledon
Thomas Phillips

The conquest of Taranto, or St. Clara’s EMichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown

The devil's bridge, or The Piedmontese Algsrn, Braham): Philadelphia, uknown

Brother and siste(Bishop, Reeve): Philadelphia, uknown

The slave, or Love and gratitugelenry Rowley Bishop): Philadelphia, uknown

The liberting(Henry Rowley Bishop adaptation of Moza@®n Giovannj: Philadelphia, Chestnut Street Theatre
(Warren and Wood)

Don Juan Henry Wallack
Don Pedro Mr. Hughes
Donna Leonora Mrs. Henry Wallack
Donna Elvira Mrs. La Folle
Don Ottavio Mr. Abercrombie
Leporello Joseph Jefferson
Zerlina Cornelia Francis Burke
Masetto John Darley
Lopez Mr. Hathwell
Maria Elizabeth Jefferson
maestro direttore Mr. La Folle

John Curtis considered this the first grand opera performed in Philadelphia and refers to it as “the daring effort
of the Chestnut Street Theatre forces on that epochal night after Christmas in 1818.”

The libertine Philadelphia, Chestnut Street Theatre
The libertine Philadelphia, Chestnut Street Theatre
The libertine Philadelphia, Chestnut Street Theatre

Rob Roy MacGregor, or Auld Lang Syixavy and Bishop): Philadelphia, uknown
My aunt(John Addison): Philadelphia, uknown
The heart of MidlothiafiHenry Rowley Bishop): Philadelphia, uknown

The fall of ClyddCooke): Philadelphia, uknown
The vampirgJoseph B. Hart): Philadelphia, uknown



1821
2/10/21:  The child of the mountain, or The deserted motAaton Philipp Heinrich): Philadelphia, uknown
3/05/21: The wandering boys, or The castle of Oli{@he orphan boys of SwitzerlangHenry Rowley Bishop):
Philadelphia, uknown

3/09/21:  The child of the mountain, or The deserted motAaton Philipp Heinrich): Philadelphia, uknown

3/24/21:  The temple of Apollo, or The wandering melodistdnown): Philadelphia, uknown

4/28/21:  The lady and the deviMichael Kelly): Philadelphia, uknown

7/02/21:  Therese, or The orphan of Genduaknown): Philadelphia, uknown
10/13/21: A sgeeze to the coronatiganknown): Philadelphia, uknown

1822
1/01/22:  Undine, or The spirit of the wate(®V. H. Ware): Philadelphia, uknown
1/21/22:  The libertine Philadelphia, Walnut Street Theatre

Don Juan Henry Wallack
Don Pedro Mr. Hathwell
Donna Leonora Mrs. Henry Wallack
Donna Elvira Mrs. La Folle
Don Ottavio Mr. Johnston
Leporello Joseph Jefferson
Zerlina Cornelia Francis Burke
Masetto John Darley
Lopez Mr. Green
Maria Elizabeth Jefferson
maestro direttore Mr. La Folle

John Curtis: This performance was announced as the "second and last performance" of the opera that season. |
found no record of it in the newspaper or elsewhere until | discovered an original program... It is possible,
therefore, that other performances of the opera had been given since 1818.

2/25/22:  The barber of Sevill§Henry Rowley Bishop adaptation of Rossini?): Philadelphia, Walnut Street Theatre
(Warren and Wood)

Il conte d’Almaviva Henry Phillips
Il dottore Bartolo Thomas Burke
Rosina Cornelia Francis Burke
Figaro Joseph Jefferson
Don Basilio John Darley
Fiorello  Mr. Nichols
Argus Francis Blissett
Tallboy William Francis
Marcella Miss Seymour
maestro direttore Mr. La Folle

1/25/22:  Yusef Caramalli, or The siege of Trip@linknown): Philadelphia, uknown

3/01/22:  The barber of SevillBishop): Philadelphia, Walnut Street Theatre

3/06/22:  The barber of SevillBishop): Philadelphia, Walnut Street Theatre

3/08/22:  The barber of SevillBishop): Philadelphia, Walnut Street Theatre

3/11/22:  Fontainbleau, or Our way in Frangdohn Bull in Francg (William Shield): Philadelphia, uknown
3/25/22:  The Russian imposter, or The siege of Smoleflkkm Addison): Philadelphia, uknown



1823
1/01/23

1/06/23:
4/25/23:
5/10/23:
1823:
1823:
1823:

1824
1/30/24:
2/02/24

The law of JavdHenry Rowley Bishop): Philadelphia, Chestnut Street Theatre (Warren and Wood)

Emperor of Java
Agie
Parbaya
Orzina
Major von Glotzen
Hans Gayvelt
Pongosse
Grumbick
Baspa
Cogo
Snickersnee
Zaide
Mourdagee
maestro direttore

Frederick Wheatley
John Darley

Henry Wallack
Alexander Wilson
William Warren

Francis C. Wemyss (Francis Courtney Wemyss)
Joseph Jefferson

John Green

Mr. Bignal

Mr. Andes

John Jefferson
Euphemia Anderson
Cornelia Francis Burke
Mr. La Folle

The law of Java Philadelphia, Chestnut Street Theatre
Tom and Jerry, or Life in Londofunknown): Philadelphia, uknown
Fire and water{Samuel Arnold): Philadelphia, uknown

The devil’s bridge Philadelphia
The maid of the mill Philadelphia
The duenna Philadelphia

Clari, or the maid of Milan(Henry Rowley Bishop): Philadelphia, uknown
The barber of SevillRossini): Philadelphia, Chestnut Street Theatre (Warren and Wood)

Il conte d’Almaviva
Il dottore Bartolo
Rosina

Figaro

Don Basilio
Tallboy

William Pearman
Thomas Burke
Cornelia Francis Burke
Joseph Jefferson

John Darley

William Francis

maestro direttore Mr. La Folle

John Curtis: In this performance [William Pearman] introduced a song of his own composition, "A garden

formed by nature wild," and by request two or three other numbers.
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